
INTRODUCTION TO SALTHILL QUARRY
Thank you for enrolling on our fossil hunting 
event. 

The former limestone quarry at Salthill has 
become famous for the amount of fossils 
discovered there. This area was, millions of 
years ago, covered by a shallow sea, and the 
fossils provide a clue to conditions during the   
epochs. 

A variety of fossils, including dissociated 
crinoid material, crinoid cups, corals, 
brachiopods and algae can be seen here. Of 
particular interest are the parasitic organisms 
that lived amongst the crinoid population.  The 
tabulate coral, Cladochonus is commonly 
found here together with the curious 
gastropod, Platyceras. 

The site is an excellent, safe location for 
families with older children.  These quarries 
are the type location for the Carboniferous 
Limestone Salthill Bank Beds and the Salthill 
Cap Beds of the Clitheroe Limestone 
Complex. The Carboniferous Limestone was 
deposited in a shallow, tropical sea . The 
quarries provide three-dimensional exposures 
through features known as knoll reefs. 

Fossils lying loose on the ground may be 
collected but hammering rock faces or 
removing large pieces of rock is STRICTLY 
FORBIDDEN.
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THE GEOLOGY

The geological formations at Salthill Quarry have meant that 
the area has an SSSI designation (Site of Special Scientific 
Interest). The rocks are Carboniferous and around 340 
million years old. They are from the Late and Mid 
Mississippian period (Tournaisian and Visean stages). During 
the Mississippian, England was moving northwards from just 
south of the equator.

A range of rocks can be seen on the quarry’s Geo-Trail but 
the two principal depositional environments, responsible for 
the limestone seen; the Chatburn Limestone Group and the 
Clitheroe Limestone Formation (part of the Worston Shale 
Group) incorporating the Waulsortian mud mounds.
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The rarer blastoids (an extinct type of stemmed 
echinoderm, can also be found at Salthill Quarry.(photo 

below).

The geological features alone at Salthill Quarry make 
this a fascinating place to visit.

We hope you enjoy your day at Salthill Quarry. 
Please visit our website for further events which might 

be of interest to you at 
https://ukafh.com/

WHAT FOSSILS MIGHT YOU FIND?
At any fossil hunting event, you cannot be 
guaranteed to find fossils. The frequency of 
fossils at Salthill Quarry depends on the 
erosion weather and of course, if others have 
already scoured the site beforehand! This is 
an SSSI site (Site of Special Scientific 
Interest), so no hammering is permitted. 
Fossils found loose may be collected, 
however.

The most common fossils here are of the 
stems of the crinoids (or sea lilies) and 

individual ossicles that have broken from the 
main stem.(photos below).


