
CAISTOR ST. EDMUND QUARRY, 
 NORFOLK

THE GEOLOGY

This site displays the best exposure of the Upper Cretaceous 
(Late Campanian) Beeston Chalk, a unit not exposed in 
coastal sections, and representing some of the youngest of 
situchalk in Britain. The site is famous for its large flints, 
known as ‘potstones’ and ‘paramoudras’, with their 
remarkable contained burrow systems. The Chalk here very 
fossiliferous; of note are the specimens of the molluscs 
Belemnitella and Inoceramus and sea urchin Echinocorys 
which it commonly yields.   

At the top of the quarry are several meters of Pleistocene 
gravels of the Norwich Crag Formation of Baventian age 
(which ended 1.8 Mya). These contain flints, stones and 
sands, deposited at the front of the ice sheets further north. 
Sitting directly on top of the chalk, is the Norwich Crag 
Basement Bed; full of flints, stones gravels and shelly 
material, with occasional mammal bones.        

GLACIAL GRAVELS             

                  NORWICH CRAG FORMATION    
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INTRODUCTION TO CAISTOR ST. EDMUND 
QUARRY
Thank you for enrolling on our fossil hunting 
event. 

The large quarry at Caistor St. Edmund allows 
you to explore the rocks and fossils from both the 
Cretaceous and later Pleistocene epochs. 

This quarry is mostly popular for its superb 
echinoids, which can be found well-preserved in 
flint from the Pleistocene gravels. Sponges and 
corals can also be found in these flints, which are 
usually piled up and easy to pick through. 

The Cretaceous Chalk itself yields many different 
fossils from 83.6 to 72.1 million years ago, found 
by searching the chalk embankments around the 
edge of the quarry or in the loose scree. Most 
fossils are found by breaking the chalk boulders 
apart using a geological hammer or pick. 
Belemnites, bivalves, brachiopods, echinoids, 
sponges and fish remains are frequently found 
here.

At the top of the quarry, there are several meters 
of Pleistocene gravels from the Norwich Crag 
Formation, deposited during the Ice Age, which 
ended 1.8 million years ago.. These gravels 
contain flints, stones and sands, as well as shelly 
material and bones. Fossil mammal bones are 
often found here.



We hope you enjoy your day at Caistor St. 
Edmund. Please visit our website for further events 

which might be of interest to you at
 https://ukafh.com/

WHAT FOSSILS MIGHT YOU FIND?

At any fossil hunting event, you cannot be 
guaranteed to find fossils. The frequency of 
fossils depends on the rates of erosion of the 
cliffs, the weather, quarrying activity and of 
course, if others have already scoured the 
site beforehand!

The most common fossils at Caistor St 
Edmund quarry are echinoids, molluscs, 
sponges and other fosssils associated with 
the Chalk.

Carefully use a geological hammer and a 
chisel to extract fossils from the Chalk. 
Always use safety glasses or goggles when 
hammering rocks, to protect your eyes from 
flying fragments and others in close proximity 
are advised to do the same..

Caistor St. Edmund Quarry is noted for the remains 
of fish to be found in the Chalk. Finding the correct 
bed can be difficult but once located, the section 

contains an abundant supply.


